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FROM A 2 


GENTLEMAN 


SOUR celebrated Name, and 
1 JA little elſe that I know of, has 
— LY] 7 made your Letter to my Lord 
of Bangor, to be greedily 

ERS Bought, and Read. My Love 
to you, and Mankind ” general, obliges me 
2 to 


— 


= == 


[2] 
to offer a little Preſervative againſt the Mi- 
ſtakes, I think, I-ſee in your Letter. 


| You begin, Pag. 2, with a long Perigg, 
in which you ſay you have ble ; 
or Inclination to engage in Contwavesſls. 
The beſt Judges think otherwiſe of your 
Inclination. But for your Capacity, they 
ſee nothing in your Performance, that 
ſhould make them differ in Opinion from 
av. #7 5 we He 1 
* You talk in the ſame Page af the General 
Offenſe, my Lords late Writings have given. 
Tf you mean by Offenfe, the Scandal the 
Scripture ſpeaks of, you do not take the 
Notion of it right, The giving Offenſe, 
ſpoken of in Scripture, is drawing other Men 
to Sin, by an Indifferent, or Unlawful Acti- 
on. If you mean by giving Offenſe, Diſ- 
pleaſing ſome Perſons by doing ones Duty; 
that Conſideration ought not to hinder a 
good Man from win I have reaſon to 
believe, that the Wiſeſt and Honeſteſt Men 
are ſo far from being offended at His Lord- 
ſhip's Writings, that they cengratulate this 
Age on the Happineſs of haying ſo Able, 


and Knowing a Prelate, t dare to own 
Publickly, that Truth cat js 2pported by 
the Reaſon of Mankind, and the Revelati- 


on of Gov's Mind in the Goſpel, tho 
diſagreeable to ſome Intereſt A Men. 5 
* I * Sa £9. 1] i & ut 
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r 
But Write you muſt, it ſeems, tho you 
cannot give a good Reaſon why. Your 


pretended Reafon is no good Reaſon, be- 


cauſt it is a Falſhood, For your Reaſon, 


as well as 1 can learn it by what you ſay, 
is, that My Lord's Dofvrine (which is a true 
account of the Conſtitution of CHRIS T's 


Church) tends to the Diſſolution of the 


Frame an Conſtitution of the Church of 
England. 


You pretend, P. 4. to juſtifte your pre- 
ſent Conduct by the Example of 2 Lord 
himſelf, when he wrote againſt my late 
Lord of Exeter. In anſwer to this I need 
only to tell you, that my Lord of Bangor, 
then but a Preſbyter, behaved himſelf like 
u Gentleman in a Diſpute he thought him- 
felf obliged to manage with a late Right 
Reverend Prelate of our Church. But that 
you have taken all Occaſions to make un- 
— Reflexions on my Lord of Ban- 
Sor. I have reaſon to deny the Conſe- 
quence, from his Gentleman- like diſputing 
with my late Lord of Exeter, to your 


Ungentleman- like Treatment of my Lord 
of Bangor. 


Lou tell my Lord, P. 3. that His Lord- 
ſhip is an Enemy to Infallibility. That is 
very ſtrange indeed, and more than cver 

my 
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my Lord knew before. You yourſelf can- 
not, much leſs can my Lord, be an Ene- 
my to Infallibility, which is a Divine 
Perfection. His Lordſhip is. indeed an 
Enemy to the Pretenſes ſome Men make to 
Infallibility. Now perhaps you will ſay, 
you -meant ſo. Why then did you not 
expreſs your Meaning clearly? It would 
grieve an honeſt Britain to confider, how 
great a Part of the Rents and Revenues of 
the Nation are dedicated to the Support- 
ing, and Rewardiug the Studies of the 
Clergy; and yet to obſerve how few of 
them ( notwithſtanding their Boaſts of be- 
ing the moſt Learned Clergy in the World) 
have ſo improved themſelves by Study, as 
to be able to reaſon clearly, or expreſs 
their Thoughts diſtinctly. The reſt of 
this Paragraph is filled with your Jealou- 
ſies, and Surmiſes, which would not de- 
ſerve an Anſwer, unleſs you had ſupport- 
ed them by ſome Argument: But they 
ſhall be conſidered in a proper Place, by 
and by, when I ſhall conſider your charg- 
ing my Lord's Doctrine with Dangerous 
Conſequences, 


You tell my Lord, Pag. 5. You think 
it your Duty, and His Lordſhip has taught 
you, that it is your Right, to profeſſe, and 
publiſh what, you think, you ſee, * 

Wer 


{ {wer 

tell y 
Right 
hath 


Yo! 
Worl: 


no ul 


your | 
ſugge. 


1 Obno2 


only 


| Lord, 
Laws 


for your ſelf? 
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{ {wer to all you can ſay of this ſort, I 


tell you, that you can never have the ſame 
Right to publiſh Falſehood, that my Lord 


hath to publiſh Truth. | 


Your mention of the Engines of this 
World, and the SECULAR ARM, is of 


| no uſe, but to introduce Confeſſion, that 
| your Inward Convittion, and Private Belief 


ſu 
0 


geſt to you ſome Unwarrantable and 
8 Appellations, which your Fear 
only kept you from beſtow ing on my 
Lord. What pity is it, that, by our good 


| Laws, you ſhould be forced to forbear 


calling 111 Names; when you are ſo big 
with ſuch Stuff, and have ſo little to ſay 


I would not obje& to you the pedantic 
abuſe of Engliſh Words, as when you talk 
of OBNONIOus APPELLATIONS, if 
you were not a Schoolmaſter, and conſe- 
quently bound to know, and teach the 


right uſe of Words, Tit 


Pag. 6. You begin with my Lord's In- 
troduction. Bnt what a hard Taſk have I, 
who undertake to anſwer a Writer, who 
talks ſeriouſly that which every Freſhman 
knows to be a Miſtake? I mean, when 
$4. 8-£ B — 
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you ſay, that there is a Meaning, which | 


Words NATURALLY import. 


You ſay, Pag. 6. That you agree with 
my Lord in 
That was Mercifully ſaid ! For you might, 
in the Humour you were in, have quarel- 
led with that, with as much Reaſon, as 


with any of the Paſſages you are pleaſed | 


to find Fault with. 


But you cannot forbear, Pag. 9. to make 


tragical Exclamations againſt a calm and 
undiſturb'd Addreſs to GoD in Prayer. 
Can you think the Bleſſed G oD is leſs 


pleaſed with the ſerious, and reaſonable | 


orſhip of his Reaſonable Creatures, then 


with the Paſſionate and Diſturb'd Flame of 


- Enthufiaſtic, or Affected Devotion ? 


Your. Remarques, Pag. 15. about the 


Comma, and Pronuntiation, have ſo little 


of true Critique in them; that I account 
them below my Confideration. 


You ſhould be aſhamed of that unjult 


Inſinuation, Pag. 17. which repreſents an | 
Orthodox Chriſtian Prelate as an Hereſi- 
arch, and where you talk of his. new Sect | 


of PROTESTANT QUIETILSTS. . 


is Introductory Remarque. 
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My Lord never ſaid what you charge 
him with, Pag. 18. that the Phraſe you 
there mention, The Church of Chriſt is ſo 
Myſterious, and Inexplicable. You falſely 
put that upon him. f ; 


He has told you, in his Sermon, P. 10. 
what the Church of CHRIST is. Ut ts 
a heavenly, not an earthly Kingdom. That 
it was underſtood at firſt to be the Number 
of thoſe, that believed him to be the Meſ- 


1 /iab, or of thoſe, that ſubjected themſelves 


to him as their Kiug in the Affaire of Re- 
ligion, 15 


How could you find in your Heart to 
charge my Lord, Pag. 19. with aſſerting, 
that CHRIS does not Act in his King- 
dom? The whole Sermon plainly ſup- 
poſes the contrary; tho he ſays, That 
Chriſt dos not ſo Interpoſe, as to convey In- 
fallibility to any of his pretended Vicege- 
rents, If you are of another Opinion, 
why have you not given us your Proofs 
of it ? 


My Lord 1s not concerned to own the 
odd * you charge him with, 
Pag. 19. The Antecedent is a Propoſition 


of your own coining ; and you have your 
B 2 full 


[8 ] 


full liberty to paſs what Cenſure you think 
fit on the Conſequence. 550 


The moſt conſiderable paſſage in your 


Letter is whar begin in the ſame 
Pag. 19. which, becauſe I intend briefly to 
conſider, I ſhall here tranſcribe. Chriſt at 


bis departure imo Heaven, when he was | 


no longer to govern his Church in Per. 
ſon, provided for the good Government 
of” it by others, whom he Commiſſioned to 
reach and expound bis Laws, to bear Rule 
and Authority over his Subjects, to be bis 
Vicegerents, to af in his Name and Stead, 
and to 2 a Succeſſion of Men thro 
all ſucceeding Ager, in whom the ſame 
Powers ſhould be lodged. And tho be 
made none of them Infallible, yet ſtill be 
required his Church to obey them, and to 
be guided by their Inſtructions, where they 
were not contrary to his. All this, you 
pretend, may be proved by numerous Texts 
of Scripture. You are wiſe in forbearing 
to quote the Texts, | 


think your meaning is, that all Chri- 
ſtians are bound by CHRis T's Com- 
mand, to obey one, or more of the Clergy, 
whom you call his Vicegerents, in all things 


not contrary to his own expreſſe Inſtructi- 


Ons. 


[I might, 
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I might, for a ſufficient Anſwer to all 
this, referre you to the laſt Verſe of the 
laſt Chapter of St. Matthew's Goſpel, 
where CHRIST Commiſhons his Apo- 
ſtles to teach Chriſtians . to -obſerve all 
Things whatſoever he had commanded 
them. It follows from this, that there 
lies no Obligation on Chriſtians to obſerve 
the Commands of the Clergy in any thing, 
that CHRIST had not commanded his 
Apoſtles. A wife and good Man may 
bear with, and comply with many Things 
not expreſſely required by our great Lord 
and Lawgiver, rather then put himſelf out 
of a Capacity of ſerving his Church, ſo 
that the Things complyed with be not 
contrary to the expreſſe Laws of CHRIST. 
But to juſtify, and vindicate any Church- 
Governours in making ſuch Terms, is to 


1 affront the Authority of CHRIST. 


It is very plain, that my Lord, in the 


1 Paſſages you reflect on, is not telling the 


Governed part of Mankind, how far, for 
Peace-ſake, they may comply; but in- 
ſtructing Governours what Rules it is 
their Duty to preſcribe to the Governed. 


No Governours have an Original, Inde- 
pendant Right to make Laws for us. 


'They 


- 
— — 
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They are Gop's Officers, and therefore 
uſurp a Power GoD never gave them, 
when they do not. regulate their Admi- 
niſtration by the Will of God, as it is 
diſcovered in the Law of Nature, or Di- 
vine Revelation. If an inferiour Magi- 
ſtrate require me to pay a Tax, or to do 
a Laborious Work, and has no more to 
ſay for himſelf, but that what he requires 
is contrary to no expreſs Law, or Sta- 
tute; I ſhall deſire to be excuſed from 
obeying him, till he produce a Legal War- 
rant. I may indeed comply, if he have 
it in his Power to do me a Miſchief in 
caſe of my refuſal. But ſuch Compliance 
is an Act of Prudence, rather then of 
Duty. 


As for what you ſay, Pag. 20, 21, 22, 


and 23. you might have ſaved yourſelf a | 


great deal of Labour, if you had been 
pleaſed to obſerve, that my Lord has no 
where denyed, that our Saviour has 'made 
Proviſion for the orderly, and regular Go- 
vernment of his Kingdom. He obſerves, 
That CHRIS T's Church is the Kingdom 
of CHRIST, a King All wiſe, Unerring, 
and All. ſuſficient. Who can ſuppoſe my 


Lord ſo weak, as to think, or pretend, 


that CHRIST has failed to provide for 


the 


Ire 
m, 
ni- 
1s 
Di- 
g- 
do 
to 
Ires 
ta- 
om 
Far- 
a ve 
in 
nce 


of 


22 


been 
no 
1ade 
Go- 
ves, 
dom 


ing, 


my | 
end, 


| for 
the 


If a | 


E 
the good Government of his own King- 
dom? Such a Suppoſition muſt proceed 


from want of Judgement, or from ſome- 
thing worſe. | ' 


There needs not any Anſwer to what 
you lay, Pag. 24, 25z 26, 27, 28, and 29. 
but to tell you, That reſtoring the Word 
ABSOLUTE into the Place out of which 
you unjuſtly put it, will make any intel- 
ligent Reader ſee, that in all thoſe Pages 
you have been expoſing, not what my 
Lord has faid, but what you have been 


pleaſed to ſubſtitute inſtead of it. 


Lou ſay, Pag. 29. That Paſſage in the 
14h Page of my Lord's Sermon 1s a D A- 
RING ASSEVERATION. I grant, that 
a Man ſhews a true Chriſtian Courage, 


when he dares to contradict the Doctrines 


that Worldly Churchmen have forged. to 
promote their own Riches: and Power. 
For they are dangerous Adverſaries, and 
ſeldom fail to execute their Vengeance on 
all that oppoſe them. But I am ſorry any 
Men are ſo fooliſhly Daring, as to aſſert 
the Contradiction of my Lord's Doctrine. 
They muſt dare to aſſert, That Men have 
4 Right to adde to the Sanctiont of CHRIST'S 


Laws, that is, to encreaſe the Number, ar 


alter 


"LL 12 ] 

alter the Nature of thoſe Rewards and Pu- 
niſbhments be bas appointed ro enforce bis 
Lew in matter of Conſcience or Salva- 


Zion, This Aſſertion is big with all Per- 


ſecution, and the Popiſh Inquiſition, Ma- 
ny pretended Chriſtians, on this Principle, 
miſuſe their Fellow-Servants, and torment, 
and kill better Chriſtians then themſelves, 
that they may engroſs to themſelves the 
Temporal Emoluments of the Church, as 
they call it. But if they believe a future 
Judgment, and. Retributions in another 
World, [which few of them do] a ſeri- 
ous Thought of thoſe Things will damp 
their Jollity, and turn their Daring into 
Trembling. 


Pag. 30. You have a Touch at the Bills 
for preventing Occaſional Conformity, and 
Schiſm. Since my Lord hath made no men- 
tion of them in his Sermon, it is not | 
fairly done of you to bring them into your 
Letter by Inuendo. | 
£215... A 


Your mentioning of a Clauſe in the Act 
for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, is nothing 
to your Purpoſe, as may appear from what 
is plainly laid down in the Sermon, and 


from what has been told you in this Pa- 
Per. A low Degree of Underſtanding 
| may 


and Conſtitution ¶ it at once. 


[2.137 ] 
may : ſecure a Man from attempting to 
draw from that Sermon any Confequences, 
that would injure the Proteſtant Succeſli- 
on. Tou have been guilty of a Blunder 
here. But for ſome weighty Reaſons, I 
ſhall leave it to your « own Sagacity to find 
it out. | 

You beg my Torte Ratte, while you 
mention ſome of his Poſitions, that con- 
cern the Church. But, inſtead of menti- 
oning ſo much as one Poſition, you ſo- 
lemnly profeſs, that the whole drife F his 
Argument appears to your View to be le- 
velled not againſt any one particular Branch 
of our Eſtabliſhment, but the whole Frame 
And ſo you 
fil three Pages with the Frightful Conſe- 
quences, which you, pretend my Lord's 
Doctrine chargeable with. You have nei- 
ther told us what the Poſitions are, nor 
how you draw your. Conſequences. But, 
inſtead of ſaying any thing to the pur- 
poſe, you give us your Opinion, and tell 


tis what appears to your view, It is a ſuf- 
C gcient 
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ficient Anſwer to all this, to tell you, 
that no ſuch thing appears to the view of 
Perſons, that have more Sagacity and Pe- 


netration, then you, and I ought to pre- 


My Lord maintains, That Church-Go- 


vernours are bound to endeavour to pre- 
{erve the Conſtitution of the Church only 
according to CHRis T's own Laws and 
Commandments ; and by, inflicting on the 


Diſobedient and Diſorderly, only ſuch Pu- 
niſhments as He hath provided, and Or- 


dained. No Man can be forced by Tem- 
poral Puniſhments to believe what he dos 
not ſee Reaſon to believe. But a Man 
may, by inhumane Uſage, be tempted to 
profeſſe hypocritically, what he don't be- 
lieve. If a Man be Erroneous in his O- 


pinions, his Spiritual Guides are to en- 
deavour to reduce him by Candid, and 


Charitable Reaſoning, But if a Man of- 
fend againſt the Rules of Morality, which 
are no ſmall part of CHRIS Ts | Religi- 
on, he offends againſt. the Laus of Hu- 


mane Society, and is to be Coerced, 
a and 


Scher 


and 


'Yo 


all R 
I can 
be t 
Lord 
Sche 
Char 
befo! 
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and Puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate. 


'You ſay, Pag. 37. That my Lord's 


Scheme has a natural Tendency to deſtroy 
all - Reformation, where it is already, &c. 
I cannot ſee, why. you ſay this, unleſs it 
be to ſhew your Wit in Retorting my 
Lord's Charge upon the Perſecuting 
Scheme. My Lord has proved his 
Charge. But we may wait long enough 


before we ſhall ſee a good Proof of your 


Retorted Charge. 


I am out of Countenance for a Doctor 
of Divinity, who gives himſelf ſuch 
grand Airs, while he unhandſomely treats 
a Right Reverend Prelate, when I ſee in 
this very Letter, ſo many Proofs, that he 
has not yet learned to think like a Philo- 
ſopher, nor ſpeak like a Scholar. Who 


| ever, before you, talked of the ſecond re- 


turn of that, which never yet went away, 


1 and therefore is not yet capable of the 


firſt return ? 


C2 In 


4, 
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In the! text Sentence we have your 


Fears, that the GLokious ConFusion 
thy Lord has: an Eye to, may give the Pa- 
piſts' opportunity to ſet up their Religion 
here, If I could think you ſerious in 
this Remarque, I would tell you, that in 
whatever Church, inſtead of CHRIS T's 


Doctrines, and Commands, we are requi- 


red to ſubmit to Humane Decifions in 


Matters of Faith, and Humane Decrees in 


Matters of Worſhip, and 'PraRiſe, there 
is the Root of Popery preſerved, which, 


with a little Cultivation, and Encou- 


ragement, may quickly ſprout out, and 


come to Maturity. But the keeping 
cloſe to our LorDs Doctrines and 
Commands, 1s the beſt way to keep out 


Popery, 


I confels, my Underſtanding cannot 


find out the ſenſe of the latter end of 
this Paragraph, where you ſay, that the 


Eſtabliſhing and Confirming of a Work 
{ which all Men know, ſuppoſes it already 
niniſhed] was the compieteing of it. 


Pag. 


[ 17 ] 


Peg. jb You are drawing off to a Con- 
eluſion. But you cannot forbear to give 
my Lord one parting Touch of your old 
Civility. You inſultingly pretend, he 
has, in his late Works, contradicted his 
former Writings. The knowing Part of 


Mankind fee that the Dirt you would 


throw at His Lordſhip only ſticks to 
your own Hands, and fouls them. They 
who believe this Accuſation muſt want 
Senſe to underſtand his Writings, and 
they who have more Wit than to believe 


| | it, and yet join with you in it,. deſerve 


an Appellation 8 1.5 am R 
to beſtow en ben. e 


You will hardly thank me, if I 8 


to conclude my Letter to You-wirh a lit- 


tle Piece of Adviſe ; that yon" would for- 


bear to expoſe your ſelf, by publiſhing 
any more of your Writings, till you 


have got more clear, and diſtinct Notions 
of Things, and till you ſhall be paſt the 
danger df making ſuch Blunders, as 

| (Ido 


[ 19 ] 
(I do not ſay the Maſter, but) one of 


the Head Scholars of . School _ lama 
0-1 be aſhamed Of | r 


b, 31s 


1 am, 


Ea vis 
17 May 1717, 8 
þ {7 + -S 1:0, mf 
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Ju Publiſhed, 


Paraphraſe, with ſhort and uſeful 
Notes on the Books of the Old Te- 
ſtament, Part I. in Two Volumes; con- 
aining the Five Books of Moſes, With a 
ompleat Index of the Principal Matters, 

ords and Phraſes in the ſaid Books. For 
he Uſe of Families. By Thomas Pyle, M. A. 
Lecturer of Lyn-Regis, Norfolk. 


As alſo a Paraphraſe, with Notes, on the 
{fs of the Apoſtles, and all the Epiſtles of 
he New-Teſtament. In Two Volumes, 
dy the ſame Author. 


Both Printed for John Wyat at the Roſe 
n St. Paul's Church-Yard. 
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